My Cousin, Clarence Alexander Bell 
1907-1988 
A Wonderful Companion along 
Life's Way 


(We were togther 4 years of our lives - about 3 of them at Vira.) 


Clarence Alexander Bell was born at 10 am March 22-1907 at the 
Bell farmhouse, Crystal Spring, Vira. He spent his whole life in 
this house - where his grandfather :had also lived. (I remember the 
remodeling in 1929 of this 1883 house.) Clarence was to be Raymond 
Alexander Bell, but Raymond Martin Bell arrived a day ahead of him 
and got the name. 


I first "met" Clarence when he came to visit me at the age of 3 
months. My first real recollection is when he came again 3 years 
later. We lived near from 1911-198 at Reedsville. I worked on the 
farm summers 1920-1929. 


We corresponded regularly from 1923 to 1988, much of it about 
radio and television. We visited back and forth. The last time we 
were together was in October 1988. Clarence visited me at my 7 
different residences - most memorable was when in November 1950 
he and family were snowbound at Washington after a 40-inch snow. 
From 1925 to 1941 Clarence came to Carlisle 15 times for a visit 
between Christmas and New Year's, 


We were together on big events. I met his daughter when she was 
3 days old. We attended each other's high school graduations and 
he atthded my college graduation. We were at each other's weddings 
and the weddings of our children. We had a joint 20th birthday sur- 
prise party and got together to celebrate our 25th 50th 60th 70th 
and 77th birthdays. We were together at the Bell reunion. Clarence 
was President in 1955. We attended family funerals and that of 
Governor Martin. In recent years when I spoke three.times in Mifflin 
County, Clarence was in the audience. 


Clarence's biggest trip was to the state of Washington with his 
mother in May 1909. He had a dim recollection of it. We traveled to- 
gether in 1926 to the Philadelphia Sesquicentennial and New York; 
in 1927 to the eastern shore of Maryland; in 1931 to visit a TV 
station at Wasnington, DC; in 1935 to Baltimore when I got my 
amateur radio license; in 1939 to the New York World's Fair. 


Our greatest common interest was in radio and TV. In 1922 we 
tried to pick up radio signals. Clarence achieved it in 1923 and 
I soon followed. He heard my ham radio station and in the last few 
weeks of his life we compared notes on the new Lewistown radio 
station. In 1928 I demonstrated TV for him at Carlisle. Two years 
Rater we jointly piuked up Washington TV with a mechanical scanner. 
In 1950 I took a TV set to Vira. Soon after Clarence got a set and 
by erecting a huge antenna was able to get Philadelphia. He was good 
at repairing radio and TV sets. We exchanged a number of tape re- 
cordings when that became possible, especially for Christmas. 


Clarence was a farmer, a good and up-to-date one. He started 
out with horses, but soon had a tractor. He could do all the things 
needed by a farmer, plus work with electricity, plumbing, carpentry, 
repair of farm equipment. For many year he was up very early to milk 
the cows. A leading farmer in the county he was an officer of the 
Mifflin County Extension Service for many years. 


A kind, calm person he had many sides. He was a musician - play- 
ing a number of instruments. He played the piano by ear. On one 
occasion he sat down and played over a hundred songs popular in 
the 1920s. He played for many square dances and charmed his listeners 
by playing harmonica and banjo simultaneoushy. 


Three events come to mind. About 1915 he and parents climbed 
Jacks Mountain and came down to our camp on the opposite side from 
Vira. In 1916 I got a ride in their new Maxwell car. Clarence and 
I heard and saw our first talkie in 1928 at Carlisle. 


Clarence attended the Vira school for 8 years - always eating 
lunch at his grandparents who lived across the road. After our 
grandfather died in 1921 he stayed with our grandmother until her 
death in 1925. During that time Clarence attended Yeagertown High 
School, where his uncle had been principal 30 years before. In 
March 1916 I went to the Vira school for a week. Clarence's teacher 
was the uncle of mine. In the winter of 1930-31 Clarence roomed (P St) 
with me while he took a short course in agriculture. On a visit 
-to W & J he once sat with the faculty for a chapel service. 


His greatest service outside his home was to his church - the 
Vira Methodist. He was the fourth generation of Bells to provide 
leadership: Sunday School superintendent and teacher, trustee. 
As a student I was his pastor in the summer of 1927. He died on 
Christmas eve 1988 while visiting his daughter near Harrisburg. 
His funeral service was held at the church - the same building 
where Bells attended for 150 years (and where I was baptized). 
He was laid to rest near his Bell father, grandfather and great- 
grandfather. We must carry on his work. 


Raymond Martin Bell 
December 1988 


